Newnham College JCR Committee 2009-2010
                                                                
14/1/10
Lent Meeting 1 Minutes

NEWNHAM JCR

COMMITTEE MEETING 1
Saunders Room, 6.00pm, Thursday 14th January 2010
Attending:

Sarah King (SK)

Jessica Ford (JF)


Jessica Baker (JBa)

Ruth Innes (RI)
Fatima Junaid (FJ)

Hannah Tilston (HT)


Marion Gale (MG)

Rachel Butler (RBu)


Lizzy Cole (LC)

Nel McDonald (NM)

Linda Zhou (LZ) 

Harriet Fitch-Little (HFL)
Rebecca Banks (RBa)

Sabiha Ahmed (SA)
Apologies for absence:

Elizabeth Storer (ES)

KT Bosse-Foy (KB)

Hetta Howes (HHo)

Helen Hillyard (HHi)


Josephine Brady (JBr)

Other Abbreviations:

College – Newnham College

Agenda:

1. Charity nominations for JCR donation 
2. Projects over the next term

a. Recycling and fair-trade formal

b. Housekeeping fines

c. Clearing out the Fawcett JCR cupboards
d. JCR website

e. Updating the JCR notice boards around college

3. CUSU Council rota

4. Stepladder 
5. JCR/MCR social 

6. JCR budget

7. Visit to Newnham
8. Any other business

Minutes:

1.  Charity nominations for JCR donation 
Laura O’Reilly presented a case for the Global Poverty Project. The other members of the JCR who have nominated charities will do the same at the start of the next meeting. A vote will then be taken by the Committee.
2.  Projects over the next term
a. Recycling and fair-trade formal

b. Housekeeping fines

c. Clearing out the shop

d. Adding to the JCR website
LC reported that she has had a meeting regarding the website and, although there are still a small number of faults that need to be rectified, the Committee should now be able to edit their pages.
e. Updating the JCR notice boards around college

RI requested that everyone who has not yet sent her information do so as soon as possible.
People will be assigned to each of these teams at next week’s meeting.
3.  CUSU Council rota
LC reminded the Committee to check the rota. FJ emphasised that the CUSU Council meeting occurring next week is particularly important. It will only be necessary for people to attend as her proxy for the rest of the Lent term since a new Vice President will be elected to begin their term of office at the start of the Easter term. 
4.  Stepladder
The Head Housekeeper will email MG regarding training to use the stepladder. When all Committee members are trained, members of the JCR will then be able to contact them to request their help. Training will have to take place every Lent and Easter term for new Committee members.
5.  JCR/MCR social

The social will be taking place on Sunday 17th January at 7pm. Those attending are meeting in the Porters’ Lodge at 6.40pm.

6.  JCR budget

Xiao Chang had sent an email to the Committee regarding how much of each budget still remains. There was some confusion over the Freshers’ President’s budget. LZ will confirm this for RBa. 
7.  Visit to Newnham
 XC reported that there is likely to be a visit from some Malaysian students who are hoping to look at different aspects of student life. The provisional date for the visit is February 16th 2010. The possibility of moving the Committee meeting that week was discussed, as well as trying to incorporate Shrove Tuesday into the planned activities. Also, the Newnham International Cultural Programme is currently focusing on Malaysia.
8.  AOB

i. The Bar
RB reported that bar staff will no longer be paid until a significant profit is made. Although the staff had initially been told that they would be receiving payment for work, no one has yet said they do not want to continue working. It was suggested that a voucher system could be used instead, entitling staff to a free drink. This would have to be redeemed on their night off as they are not allowed to consume alcohol while working but currently there is not enough money being made for this to be a viable option anyway. Film nights, pub quizzes and acoustic events have been successful in the past and are likely to take place again. However, on film and television nights often people do not spend much money buying drinks and those who are not interested in watching feel discouraged from coming into the Bar. It was noted that there is always likely to be a loss in each Michaelmas term due to the cost of the training for three licensees of the Bar Committee. RB emphasised the need to find a new Committee for next year as many of the current members will be graduating. Last term there had been the suggestion that the Bar would be closed one night a week on a Monday. RB confirmed that this is still likely to be the case, although the Bar will remain open every night for the first three weeks of term.        
ii. Sidgwick en-suite rooms

MG reported that the House Committee had discussed the refurbishment needed in the Sidgwick en-suite shower rooms. In the short-term this would mean either that those choosing the rooms in the ballot would have to be accommodated in alternative rooms for the first few weeks of the Michaelmas term or that the rooms would be taken out of the ballot entirely. The Committee were concerned that people may still choose the rooms thinking that they would not mind the inconvenience and then be unhappy when faced with the reality. However, it was agreed as well that it would not be fair for Freshers to have to deal with the upheaval in their first year if the rooms were taken out of the ballot and allocated to new students. The Committee voted to keep the rooms in the ballot provided that people were made fully aware of the situation when choosing rooms. 
The longer-term option of making them guest rooms and no longer available to students was also discussed. This would partly be to reduce wear-and-tear. The JCR Committee did not generally feel that they would be happy with this solution. 
iii. Newnham International Cultural Programme

RI requested that the Committee consider the possibility of supporting the NICP with a larger contribution from the JCR budget. Although the Associates are currently providing funding, generally this is only for the initial setting-up of new initiatives. This means that the NICP needs to find a more sustainable source of money. The Committee felt that JCR funding could not fulfil this criteria and that RI should focus on other sources. However, the Committee would help RI with fundraising events as much as possible. RI emphasised that so far this is only a hypothetical situation. 
iv. Update from Estate Officer

FJ reported that she aims to start the Garden Club this term. She also noted the ongoing issue of missing books from the library and the problem of people taking down the pictures in the Old Labs. She will be notifying people about all of these, as well as raising awareness of the funds that are available for the library to purchase new books when demand is high. This has been particularly noticeable recently due to the Murray Edwards students. She confirmed that at the next meeting of the Library Committee, she will request that notice can be given for books that are coming up for return, as discussed last term.     
Meeting ended at 7.00pm
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