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Lent Meeting 7 Minutes

NEWNHAM JCR

COMMITTEE MEETING 7
Saunders Room, 6.00pm, Thursday 4th March 2010
Attending:

Lizzy Cole (LC)

Sarah King (SK)






Jessica Baker (JBa)

Helen Hillyard (HHi)
Fatima Junaid (FJ)

Marion Gale (MG)

Rachel Butler (RBu)

Harriet Fitch-Little (HF)

Linda Zhou (LZ)

Ruth Innes (RI)

Nel McDonald (NM)

Sabiha Ahmed (SA)



Rebecca Banks (RBa)

Hannah Tilston (HT)

Marina Constanti (MC)
Sumiko Hatakeyama (SH)
Amy Aukland (AA)

Kate Walters (KW)

Emma Griffiths (EG)

Izzy Edmundson (IE)

Sally Mantell (SM)
Apologies for absence:

Hetta Howes (HHo)

KT Bosse-Foy (KB)



Josephine Brady (JBr)

Liz Storer (LS)


Jessica Ford (JF)
Other Abbreviations:

College – Newnham College

Agenda:

1. Handover
2. By-election
3. Room ballot
4. Yearbook
5. New JCR Committee position
6. Matters to report
7. AOB
Minutes:

1. Handover
LC welcomed all new Committee members and thanked the outgoing officers for their hard work over the last year. 
The Catering Manager has been contacted regarding formal in the Easter term for all old and new Committee members.

LC reminded all outgoing officers to arrange a short meeting with their replacements.
2. By-election
Hustings will take place on Sunday 7th March at 5pm in the Bar and voting on Monday 8th and Tuesday 9th.
3. Room Ballot
It had been decided this year that there would not be a specific room allocated to the JCR President but instead she would be moved to the top of the room ballot. This had caused some confusion since it had not been properly publicised prior to the information about the room ballot going up. LC asked the Committee what should be done in future to avoid this problem happening again. The options were:

a) to revert back to the previous system where Fawcett 113 is reserved for the JCR President
b) to accept the new system where the JCR President is moved to the top of the ballot

c) to discontinue any room ballot privileges for the JCR President.
The Committee voted to keep the new system provided that in future everyone in made aware that this is the case to prevent the problems that had arisen this year. 
4. Yearbook
RI reported that there had been a lot of interest from third and fourth years. The Committee discussed whether there would be any sources of funding available from College but felt that this is unlikely. RI was advised to approach the Bursar to pursue this but it was also suggested that she may first like to find out how much people are willing to pay. 
5. New JCR Committee position
FJ had received an email from a member of the JCR suggesting that a new Committee position for the promotion of biodiversity in College should be created. The Committee accepted FJ’s proposal that the suggestions made should be included within the Green Officer’s role instead. 
6. Matters to report
i. A quote from Technogym for repairing the treadmill in the Gym was forwarded to HT. However, the quote was £280.00 for a running belt, £318.00 for a running deck plus £48.00 for labour. After consultation with EG and LC, it was agreed that it would be better to delay until next year when there is the possibility of using the Equipment Fund to purchase a new piece of equipment. The treadmill also now appears to have stopped ‘sticking’. It was therefore decided that, for the time being, Technogym are not required to make a site visit to fix it.

ii. LC had been in contact with the Catering Manager about the bar equipment who thought that the dishwasher had either blown the element or has a faulty temperature probe. After putting it through several cycles, he managed to get a top temperature of 4°C. He has offered to arrange an engineer from the kitchen contract but warned they would charge a minimum call out fee of £60.00. Since the condition of the machine itself does not appear to be too bad, it was decided by the Domestic Bursar and LC that this would be a sensible option. The ice machine was clogged with dust in the main cooling fins. The Catering Manager cleared these out and the appliance was left running for 24hours so that its performance could be monitored. However, RBu reported that it is still not working properly.
7. AOB
i. LC congratulated FJ on being elected as an NUS Delegate in the recent CUSU elections.
ii. FJ encouraged members of the Committee to consider running for a position on the part-time CUSU Executive.

iii. RBu reported that the fire doors in the Bar had been fixed. However, the Bar cannot currently be used during the day as operation of the doors requires someone to go behind the bar which most people are not allowed to do. A new door is hopefully going to be installed over Easter. People will then not be allowed to use this door as access in and out of the Bar. Bar workers would be able to use the door in the stock cupboard if they need to go outside. At the moment the handle on that door does not work but should be fixed soon.

RBu also asked the Committee whether the cost of personal alcohol licences could be covered by the Ents budget since two of the licence-holders will be the Ents Officers. The Committee agreed that this proposal seemed reasonable.

iv. RJ reported that she had raised the issue of thefts from kitchens at the Presidents and External Officers’ meeting. Regarding theft of food, she noted that some colleges have locks on student fridges which would narrow down the possible offenders to those using the same kitchen. However, the Committee did not feel that this would be a practical solution. Regarding crockery, cutlery and utensils left out in the kitchen, there is very little that can be done as this is a public space. Students should be using and locking their kitchen cupboards to prevent such incidents.
v. A number of members of the Committee reported that they had been locked out when returning to College during the night and had had to wait up to thirty minutes before being able to get in. In many cases, there had been no response to ringing the bell. The Committee realise that this may be an attempt to obtain a clearer idea of people leaving and entering College as a result of tightened regulations after the recent fire. This led to a brief discussion again regarding swipe card access. The Committee noted that the issue of swipe cards generally in College may need to be discussed again with the Head Porter and Domestic Bursar at some point.
vi. RBa asked all members of the Committee to email her one line of information about their role with a photograph for the Freshers’ Handbook. 

RBa also agreed to include information about the Student Punt Scheme that the JCR subscribes to.  

vii. It was noted that there is currently a lot of confidential welfare information being stored in The Shop. This needs to be moved to the welfare cupboard in Fawcett JCR so that it is more secure. There is also a filing cabinet labelled welfare in The Shop, although the location of the key is unknown.    

viii. LZ asked the Committee if anything was known about the Observatory. Although this is still advertised to admissions students, the telescope is currently broken. LZ is willing to take over the work of a previous student who had tried to tackle this problem but has since graduated. It was recommended that she find out the level of interest from the JCR and if this is sufficient, get quotes for the repair of the telescope. The possibility of using the Equipment Fund was raised.

ix.  AA noted that it is International Women’s Day on Monday 8th and encouraged all Committee members to attend a talk taking place in the Graduate Union. She will be emailing the JCR to introduce herself and to provide more information about this talk and other events.

x. This is the last meeting of Lent term. Next term meetings will take place in Fawcett JCR as the Saunders Room is being used for quiet study. 
Meeting ended at 6.45pm
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