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Michaela’s Meeting 7 Minutes

NEWNHAM JCR

COMMITTEE MEETING 7
Saunders Room, 6.30pm, Thursday 26th November 2009
Attending:

Sarah King (SK)

Jessica Ford (JF)


Xiao Chang (XC)

Jessica Baker (JBa)


Laura O’Reilly (LO)

Ruth Innes (RI)
Fatima Junaid (FJ)

Hannah Tilston (HT)


Marion Gale (MG)

Sammi Phillips (SP)

Rachel Butler (RBu)

Josephine Brady (JBr)

Jenni Powell (JP)


Elizabeth Cole (EC)

Linda Zhou (LZ) 
Harriet Fitch-Little (HFL)
Rebecca Banks (RBa)

Helen Hillyard (HHi)
Apologies for absence:

Elizabeth Storer (ES)

KT Bosse-Foy (KB)

Hetta Howes (HHo)

Sabiha Ahmed (SA)

Isabella Davies (ID)

Alashiya Gordes (AG)
Other Abbreviations:

College – Newnham College

Minutes:

1. Points to review from the Minutes 
i.   Thursday 12th November
Stepladder

MG reported that the Porters are currently keeping hold of the stepladder for health and safety reasons meaning that students cannot yet have access to it. 

Notice boards
RI suggested that the boards should be updated before the interviews take place in December. It was decided that the board should have information on the whole JCR Committee rather than just the welfare team. Members of the Committee should email RI with a picture and a short description of their role.  
         ii.  Thursday 19th November
Charity Donation

SP reported that she had attended a meeting with the College Accountant, Dr Watson and the MCR Welfare Officer where they discussed the South African Bursary (SAB) and Student Community Action (SCA) donations that are included on the Lent and Easter Term College bills. The SAB is a scheme run by College that was initiated by students and aims to help fund the education of female medical students from underprivileged backgrounds in South Africa. Currently each student is asked to donate £3 in both the Lent and Easter Term. However, due to the fact that there are a number of people opting out and as a result of the reduced value of the pound, the total amount is no longer enough to cover as much as before and is thus having less impact. The contribution has not been raised since 1993 so it is suggested that it is now increased to £4. The Committee expressed concern that this may encourage more people to opt out in future. However, it was felt that it will mainly only be those who are already doing so. SP noted that the letter which accompanies the college bill giving information about the charities has been re-written. She hopes that raising awareness of where the money goes will encourage people to donate. A letter is also being sent to the fellows and staff asking them to contribute as well. The SCA donation of £1 will not be changed. 
Recycling

JBa reported that she will be using some of the money from the £500 donation to buy more paper recycling bins and canvas bags for people to use for recycling. The Committee discussed whether there was any way to improve the system. However, it was noted that previous attempts to do so had not been successful. It was suggested that there could be recycling facilities in the JCRs. This will be discussed again next term. FJ is to find out what the systems are in other Colleges.

2. Condoms
SP reported that she had received complaints about condoms that she had purchased from CUSU which had been pierced. She had not distributed any others so no one else should be affected. She has already brought this matter up with CUSU. Both SP and JBr still have undamaged condoms for distribution.   
3. Website
MG reported that she had received emails about the website regarding the lack of information, blank pages, etc. This needs to be addressed next term. EC suggested that the role of IT Officer is advertised again in time for the elections taking place in the Lent term.  
4. CUSU Council
FJ reported that there had been a CUSU Extraordinary Council which had discussed the merging of CUSU and the Graduate Union. She also noted that she will need a proxy for the CUSU Council meeting on Monday 30th November at 7.15pm as she can no longer vote since she is now CUSU Chair. As this is also the case in the Lent term, EC informed the Committee that she will create a rota so that everyone takes a turn at attending CUSU Council meetings.

The Committee were encouraged to attend the CUSU Open Meeting taking place on Monday 30th November at 6.45pm in the CUSU Council Chamber (Small Examination Hall).

5. June Event 
XC reported that LZ would be helping her in her role as June Event Treasurer.
Meeting ended at 7.15pm
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